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Mu ny
The Only Future for Humanity Is Communist Revolu on
We are sure humanity is capable of
recovering from the many evils that
aﬄict it today, but only if the global
economic and social order is completely
overthrown. Humanity was already fa‐
cing a series of problems brought about
by a system based only the pursuit of
proﬁt. Environmental destruc on and
climate change, increasing poverty and
precarious working condi ons, war and
forced migra on, oppression of this or
that group were all in evidence before
the pandemic arrived. However the
Covid crisis demonstrates yet again, and
with extreme clarity, that the problem of
going beyond capitalism is more urgent
than ever.
Marx’s predic on that capitalism tends
to create obscene wealth at one pole,
and extreme poverty at the other, has
been conﬁrmed by the pandemic. The
world’s largest companies have seen
their already substan al fortunes in‐
crease. Thus the world’s 2,200 bill‐
ionaires increased their fortunes by
27.5% whilst 400 million workers were
losing their jobs, and 130 million people
were suddenly thrown into permanent
poverty. The IMF forecasts that by the
end of 2022 the average wage cut for
“Western” workers will be a further
10%. It is even worse for the rest of the
planet where 2 billion people live hand
to mouth in the “informal economy”.
The World Food Program predicts that
around three dozen countries will suﬀer
famines.
The roots of the current crisis go back 50
years. When the US abandoned the
Bre on Woods agreement on August 15,
1971, it opened the way to the debt and
the produc on of ﬁc ous capital that
we see today. The mass of global public
and private debt has con nued to grow,
increasing in periods of crisis, but never
completely paid oﬀ in periods of
recovery. The mass of circula ng
ﬁnancial capital is now more than ten
mes greater than the real value of the
commodi es it is supposed to represent.
The rate of proﬁt has fallen so low that
specula on is more a rac ve than pro‐
duc ve investment.
Covid has plunged us back into the
nightmare of an endless recession even
before there was a recovery from the
2008 crisis. There would have been a
total economic collapse leading to the
outbreak of a new world war but for two
factors: 1) capitalism’s ability to react
through its central banks, which promp‐
tly supported the economy with an un‐

precedented injec on of liquidity; 2) the
substan al passivity of the working class
which, has given the capitalists free rein
to worsen working condi ons for dec‐
ades.
The capitalists have learned from their
experience of 2008. Thus at the outbreak
of the Covid crisis, central banks promp‐
tly intervened, with the most colossal
injec on of monetary credit to banks
and large corpora ons in economic
history: the IMF announced in November
2020 that the ﬁnancial injec on by
central banks was already $19.5 trillion,
or almost a ﬁ h of world GDP, almost
equal to the annual GDP of the USA.
This immense amount of money is being
lent at nega ve interest rates, or at rates
close to zero. This has fuelled more
specula on in the buying and selling of
global ﬁnancial securi es (shares, bonds,
deriva ves, funds ...), to the point that
despite the very heavy economic crisis,
the main ﬁnancial markets thanked the
central banks and ended 2020 with
record rises!
Only a frac on of this enormous credit is
entering produc on. Why? Because the
world economy is plagued by such a low
rate of proﬁt that the development of
the means of produc on, i.e. their
increased produc vity, has been used to
exploit workers to the point where we
are today: which is to increasingly throw
them on the streets, since the
investment required is too expensive.
This is especially the case during the
Covid lockdowns when the economy is
hardly moving and ﬁnancial specula on
oﬀers much easier gains. So the capital
that was supposed to be invested in the
"real" economy remains in the ﬁnancial
sphere whilst another specula ve
bubble is growing hand in hand with the
debt. Credit injec ons are only crea ng
the condi ons for future, even more
devasta ng, economic crises.
Capitalist
crisis
and
imperialist
compe on go hand in hand. They are
leading to bloody conﬂict across the
whole world, from the borders of the ex‐
USSR to sub‐Saharan Africa and down
the new Silk Road, from the Middle East
to the South China Sea ... The ﬁres of
proxy war never go out but ﬂare up in
new areas all the me. Unspeakable
horrors are commi ed daily in Syria,
Libya, Yemen, Tigray and many other
places far from the eyes of the global
media circus. Most of these are proxy
wars, ﬁnanced and armed by the major

powers. The USA remains the dominant
super power but increasingly faces
dangerous new challenges, and a trade
war and an arms race with China is
already underway. Generalised imper‐
ialist war remains the ul mate resort of
a decadent capitalism in crisis.
Where the working class stands today
Our class has been on the retreat for
decades, slowly losing ground in one way
or another. In the old centres of capital‐
ism large concentra ons of produc on
were dismantled and relocated to other
areas of the planet, where labour costs
less. In the tradi onal heartlands of
capitalism the working class has been
dispersed, while in the periphery it is
concentrated in large units of produc on
where, however, it lacks experience and
a tradi on of poli cal struggle.
In many countries state aid and furlough
measures are only temporary measures.
Already, before the pandemic is “under
control”, “ﬁre and rehire” (on more
precarious condi ons) is already being
used to cut wages. Thousands more
companies are just wai ng to have a free
hand to lay oﬀ more. Indonesia, and
other peripheral countries, are already
enac ng
"more
ﬂexible"
labour
legisla on
to
encourage
future
investments. In the immediate term the
recovery of the capitalist economy has in
fact only one op on: to cut labour costs.
Predictably, in the next few years we will
see, if not a collapse, certainly a "non‐
recovery" of the lost jobs; in short, any
"recovery" will be long and heavy, and
the weight of it will fall on workers.
Although today the working class ap‐
pears defeated, isolated and dispersed,
there are some signs that should not be
underes mated. 2019 saw global upris‐
ings from South America to the Middle
East to Europe. Even in the pandemic
there have been hundreds, if not thou‐
sands, of strikes across the world against
unsafe working and wage cuts. “Civil un‐

rest is surging” (World Food Program).
The working class has not gone away.
History tells us that this evolving his‐
torical crisis will lead to ever larger
movements. But it also teaches us that
so long as these movements do not ﬁnd
within them a revolu onary and inter‐
na onalist focus, the movement itself
will end up ebbing away to another
sterile defeat for our class.
Perspec ves
Our revolu on will have to be:
Proletarian: because the mo ve force
for the change that’s required resides in
the millions and millions of wage
workers (stable, precarious, underemp‐
loyed or unemployed) who create,
produce, transform, transport every‐
thing. It is only thanks to their work, and
thus to their exploita on as proletarians
of the whole world, that capitalism con‐
nues to survive its own contradic ons
and Communist: where the working
class holds poli cal power, through
historically discovered councils with their
directly elected and revocable delegates
crea ng a society where produc on is
for use not for proﬁt, and in which:
The free development of each is the
condi on for the free development of
all
Each of us gives what we can and is
never le in need.
We therefore invite all genuinely
revolu onary elements to make contact
and discuss with our comrades. We,
standing in the tradi on of the
Communist Le , oﬀer a pla orm that
has emerged from the cri cal balance of
two centuries of inspiring ba les and
tragic defeats of our class.
Many
younger workers around the world are
beginning to rally to us in order to
confront the burning challenges that we
face but me is short. Our aim is to
contribute to a new interna onal, a
revolu onary poli cal leadership rooted

in the working class today, in prepara on
for the struggles to come.
If you agree, get in touch! The

me is

now!

The Bosses Assault Is the
Bosses Recovery!
Fran c are the Ministers, the
CEOs and the media personali es to cry
out that the Montreal Port workers
threaten the economic “recovery”. They
claim that everyday, the strike will cost
30 million dollars, which the “recovery”
cannot manage. But neither the struggle
of the Montreal port workers, nor the
so‐called “recovery”, should be viewed in
isola on. That is, it must not be reduced
to merely Montreal, nor the shipping
industry or even to Canada. Rather, it is
the expression of the long assault of the
bosses all over the world against the
condi on of our class. From meatpackers
in Alberta and South Dakota, who were
subjected
to
the
decades
of
degenera ng workplace safety (which re‐
sulted in early and massive covid out‐
breaks), to the nurses of Quebec, whose
work schedule was being pushed to the
breaking point even before the Covid
pandemic, the so many Gig delivery
workers, and the temp manufacturing
workers, forced to pick up “extra” hours
with li le to no job security in the face of
rising rents.
What does this interna onal
assault look like for the workers at the
port of Montreal? Nineteen working
days straight, being switched from the
day to a ernoon schedule on the boss’s
whim, exhaus on and robbing the
workers of any semblance of a family life.
Is this the economic “recovery” the
Ontario and Quebec labour minister
were crying about when they said: “for
the sake of the economic recovery of
Quebec, Ontario and all of Canada,”
when begging Minister Tassi for back to
work legisla on? It was certainly for the
desire to maintain the post‐2008
economic “recovery” that Trudeau
u lized back to work legisla on in 2018
against postal workers with former
Labour Minister Pa y Hajdu, ci ng
business going “bankrupt” without pos‐
tal workers managing the increase in
parcel packages, giving rise to a sharp
upsurge in work related injuries. Now
with Trudeau and his minister
threatening to push back to work
legisla on against the Montreal port
workers, the message is clear. Anything
to squeeze a “recovery” out of the
working class!
If there is a lesson to take away
from the nineteen‐day strike in 2020, it is
that the strength of our class must be
found in the solidarity and collec ve
resolve of the workers themselves. That
is to say, not with the folly hope that just
maybe, a er seven months of a no‐strike
'truce' between the union (Canadian
Union of Public Employees) and the MEA

(Mari me Employers Associa on), the
bosses will now be interested in
nego a ng with the union. The bosses
have had seven months to prepare state
backing for an all‐out a ack.
The
dockworkers have remained isolated and
trapped in the union cage. The seven
months gave the bosses and the
government me to draw up con‐
ngency plans, mapping ports and rail‐
ways that could take on extra pressure
and even wri ng up the back to work
dra bill in March.And for what endgoal
did the CUPE halt workers struggle for
that en re me period? A 'deal' that
essen ally caved en rely to the govern‐
ment and the bosses’ interests. With the
CUPEs feet dragging, the bosses are
ready to secure their “recovery”! Our
strength is between coworkers, not law‐
yers at nego a ng tables. It is a er all
the workers who go on strike, not the
union. It is outrageous that when work‐
ers go on strike — i.e., when they sac‐
riﬁce their pay, protest on picket lines,
and risk the possibility of defeat, the
unions simply use this as a bargaining
chip to reach a 'deal'.
If there is a lesson from so many strikes
and struggles in the recent past, it is that
isola on is a par cular weakness. The
bosses have found determina on in the
face of their crisis, willing to smash
workers' ac on in one industry before
moving on to the next. Such can be seen
with the General Motors workers in
Oshawa. Desperate in the face of the
depths of their own economic crisis, GM
was willing to shut down their Oshawa
factory in order to reopen a year later
with 90% of the new jobs at a lower
‘ er’, oﬀering a third less of a wage as
before, saving GM millions. What a
“recovery”! A sinister tac c becoming all
too common across the globe which the
unions, quick to make any deal, cannot
handle. In contrast to the so many
isolated struggles of workers, the bosses
know when it is me to join hand in
hand, including against the workers at
the port of Montreal. Canadian Na onal
Railway CEO Jean‐Jacques Ruest has said
they are preparing to take on extra
shipping, a lesson learned by the bosses
from the 2020 strike. And in the same
year, Pierre Gra on, president of the
Mining Associa on of Canada, was at the
forefront, demanding Trudeau take de‐
cisive ac on against the workers. Today,
a er seven months of union nego a on
which ended the 2020 strike, Trudeau
and the bosses are prepared to do
whatever is necessary for the “recovery”.
What is needed is for struggles
to move beyond sectors. To move
beyond union conﬁnes. What is needed
is class wide‐solidarity and workers self‐
organiza on, and the recogni on that
the struggle decides, not the bosses and
their laws. Lessons can be taken from the
South Dakota meatpackers, who last year
deﬁed Trump’s execu ve back to work
order in the face of a Covid outbreak.
What does “recovery” mean to the boss‐

es and the ministers? Longer hours and
Less job security! Across the world this
“recovery” threatens to hoist more mis‐
ery upon our class. The pandemic and
the crisis has shown the bosses have
forfeited their ‘right to rule’! Workers of
the World Unite!

gentrifying to make a quick buck, work‐
ers are ﬁnding lower paying precarious
jobs, leading to cramming themselves
into increasingly expensive apartments, a
reality that Premier Legault snarkily
suggested as a solu on to ‘’young people
and students’’ looking for cheaper rent.

Between Crammed
Houses and Empty Lots

The bourgeoisie’s most apt

A year into the pandemic, the varnish of
the “we are all in it together’’ pla tude
has long peeled. No longer can the state
peddle this delusion. We all remember
the lis ng from a month ago for an
apartment in Verdun, whose 975$ price
tag a racted a line that spanned blocks
of desperate tenants as if running on a
bank. If there was any lingering myth of
solidarity between the classes, the real‐
ity of the pandemic has revealed the
u er falsity of this na onal sen ment.
The housing crisis is not unique to the
covid period. Its premises have long
been intensifying over decades, with
market prices con nually increasing
every year while real wages stagnate. In
the Ontario city of Hamilton, in 2018
alone, there was a 24% increase in the
price of housing. This year was a
par cularly crushing blow to the
working‐class however, with increases
seeing soaring highs. In Montreal, the
average price of rent rose up 4.2% from
2019, with working class neighborhoods
being the most aﬀected: an alarming
increase of 14.4% in Verdun and 9.8% in
Hochelaga. Next to developers rapidly

representa ve in ma ers of housing,
Andrée Laforest, has stated that “we
cannot speak of a housing crisis, that is
for sure”, in fact, she suggested that she
was “worried about the state of housing
last year’’, but given that ‘’many
dwellings were vacated in 2020, the crisis
was averted’’. How brilliant! Of course,
there is no crisis in housing a er all, so
many apartments are empty! Faced with
such absurd statements from our elected
oﬃcials, our nervous laughter cannot
last long. The deepening of this crisis
must be met with a class‐wide response.
As we forewarned on May Day last year
and reaﬃrm today, to believe the state
can deal with this crisis is to relegate our
class’ poli cal power to si ng on our
hands. The struggle of housing must be
connected to the struggle against
capitalism as a whole. As Engels
concluded in 1872: “As long as the
capitalist mode of produc on con nues
to exist, it is folly to hope for an isolated
solu on of the housing ques on or of
any other social ques on aﬀec ng the
fate of the workers. The solu on lies in
the aboli on of the capitalist mode of
produc on and the appropria on of all
the means of life and labor by the
working class itself”

What does Klasbatalo Fight For?
Klasbatalo is the Canadian aﬃliate of the Interna onal Communist Tendency
(ICT).
We ﬁght for the poli cal independence of the working class, which means we
reject all cross‐class alliances with the capitalist class, including its le ‐wing.
We believe the working class must ﬁght on its own terrain: ﬁrst, to defend
itself against the bosses’ a acks; and, second, to achieve its ul mate task,
that of establishing the world communist future which will rid the planet of
exploita on, oppression, and war. It is towards this goal that we ﬁght for the
crea on of the world communist party, whose purpose is to clarify the
confusions among the class and to unify it towards its ul mate end; we
believe this party to be the most potent weapon of our class. While we are
for the party, we do not believe ourselves to be the party, nor do we believe
that our organiza on alone will become it; rather, we see it as the product of
both the wider class struggle, and of the real work of revolu onaries, of
which we see ourselves as only one of many elements. We do not see this
party as a government‐in‐wai ng, for the emancipa on of humanity depends
on the ac ve struggle of the whole working class, and this struggle cannot be
replaced by the dictates of a minority.
Contact:
FB: h ps://www.facebook.com/Klasbatalocollec ve
Email: klasbatalocollec ve@gmail.com
Website: h p://www.le com.org/en

